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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MESSER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 31, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LUKE 
MESSER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Monsignor Stephen J. Rossetti, 
Catholic University of America, Wash-
ington, D.C., offered the following 
prayer: 

Good and gracious God, on this, the 
last day of the year, we look back and 
give You thanks for Your many bless-
ings given to us, to our loved ones, and 
to our entire Nation. Indeed, we have 
been richly blessed. 

We are also aware of what has not 
yet been accomplished, and so what 
needs to be done. As we go forward into 
a new year, we do so with hope. We 
know that You are with us. We pray 
that Your holy spirit would especially 
hallow this Chamber. 

May this place be, today and always, 
a place of enlightenment and those 
here always intent on doing Your will. 

We make this prayer in Your holy 
name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2(a) of House Resolution 
1180, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills were signed by Speaker 
pro tempore Messer on Thursday, De-
cember 27, 2018: 

H.R. 672, to require continued and en-
hanced annual reporting to Congress in 
the Annual Report on International 
Religious Freedom on anti-Semitic in-
cidents in Europe, the safety and secu-
rity of European Jewish communities, 
and the efforts of the United States to 
partner with European governments, 
the European Union, and civil society 
groups, to combat anti-Semitism, and 
for other purposes; 

H.R. 4689, to authorize early repay-
ment of obligations to the Bureau of 
Reclamation within the Northport Irri-
gation District in the State of Ne-
braska; 

H.R. 5636, to designate additions to 
the Flatside Wilderness on the 
Ouachita National Forest, and for 
other purposes; 

H.R. 6602, to reauthorize the New Jer-
sey Coastal Heritage Trail Route, and 
for other purposes; 

H.R. 7279, to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to provide 
for an integrated planning process, to 
promote green infrastructure, and for 
other purposes; 

H.R. 7318, to amend the Federal As-
sets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 to 
ensure that the Public Buildings Re-
form Board has adequate time to carry 

out the responsibilities of the Board, 
and for other purposes; 

H.R. 7319, to amend the Federal As-
sets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 to 
provide flexibility with respect to the 
leaseback of certain Federal real prop-
erty, and for other purposes; 

S. 512, to modernize the regulation of 
nuclear energy; 

S. 1023, to reauthorize the Tropical 
Forest Conservation Act of 1998 
through fiscal year 2021, and for other 
purposes; 

S. 1158, to help prevent acts of geno-
cide and other atrocity crimes, which 
threaten national and international se-
curity, by enhancing United States 
Government capacities to prevent, 
mitigate, and respond to such crises; 

S. 1580, to enhance the transparency, 
improve the coordination, and inten-
sify the impact of assistance to support 
access to primary and secondary edu-
cation for displaced children and per-
sons, including women and girls, and 
for other purposes; 

S. 1862, to amend the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 to modify 
the criteria for determining whether 
countries are meeting the minimum 
standards for the elimination of human 
trafficking, and for other purposes; 

S. 3247, to improve programs and ac-
tivities relating to women’s entrepre-
neurship and economic empowerment 
that are carried out by the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment, and for other purposes; 

S. 3456, to redesignate Hobe Sound 
National Wildlife Refuge as the Na-
thaniel P. Reed Hobe Sound National 
Wildlife Refuge, and for other purposes; 

S. 3661, to provide for a program of 
the Department of Defense to com-
memorate the 75th anniversary of 
World War II. 
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